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San Jose's Downtown Ice
slides back in for another
year of gliding and falling
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The breeze ruffled the palms under an immaculate
California sky amid the sound of metal blades
scoring the ice and the squeals of bent-ankle
novices plunking onto their fannies. On a sparkling
November afternoon, Downtown Ice, San Jose's
answer to Rockefeller Center, was open again.

Even in the depths of the recession, the downtown
rink attracted a record 43,000 skaters last year, and
the San Jose Downtown Association hopes to set
another record this year. At least on Saturday, its
first full day, the rink seemed to be fulfilling its
mission. Attracting enthusiastic skaters from the Bay
Area, the Central Valley and Southern California, a
phalanx of moms, wearing everything from jeans to
a burqa, lined the boards to video their kids on the
ice.

Dennis Smith of Alameda and his girlfriend, Claudia
Haase, brought Dennis' sons Miles and Damon
down to San Jose on the train. "We just decided it

was time to come down here and check out San
Jose," said Smith, "and when we saw the rink, we
said, 'Let's give ita try.""

"l bursted off" the ice, declared 4-year-old Damon,
describing his first foray on ice skates.

Lieu Pham trained a video camera on a large
contingent of relatives from Orange County and Los
Angeles — all of them in town for a wedding at the
nearby Fairmont Hotel — who decided to go skating
while they waited for the reception to start.

"It's really cool," she said, nodding toward the palm
trees that seem to sprout from the ice surface,
surrounded by downtown's tallest buildings.

The best part of Downtown Ice?

"The falling," said Victoria Loi, a member of the
large SoCal wedding contingent.

"lt's kinda cool, but it's also warm," said Diana Loi
— mentioning one draw that even the famed ice rink
at Rockefeller Center in New York City can't match.

Helen Hayashi of San Jose brought her 7-year-old
granddaughter, Madison Mangskau from Tracy, out
to skate.

"lt's for anybody," said Hayashi, who works for the
downtown association. "lt's a fun, unique
experience."

Contact Mike Swift at 408-271-3648. Follow him on
Twitter at Twitter.com/swiftstories .

null
If You Go:

Downtown Ice, across from the Plaza
de Cesar Chavez, operates afternoons and evenings
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between now and

Jan. 18, including Thanksgiving, Christmas and New
Year"s Day. For detailed hours, prices and information,
call 408-291-0525 or go to www.sjdowntown.com .
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