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Every great city has its core district. It is
a gathering place. A place to walk. A place
to be seen. A place to shop. Downtown
San Jose has the beginnings of several dis-
tinctive strolling districts, but none of them
is yet complete.

A new retail and parking plan, put
together by the Downtown Association and
the Redevelopment Agency, chooses one
district and recommends finishing it —
with specifics on creating “an experience,”
design elements, financial incentives and
hassle free parking.

“This is more than just a retadl strategy,”
said SJDA President Malcolm Bordelon.
“It’s really about strengthening the heart of
our city.”’

By creating a main destination street and
completing the center of the city, Bordelon
said, these initial investments will radiate
out to adjacent streets and surrounding
downtown districts.

Bordelon credited Mayor Susan
Hammer and City Council members with
giving strong direction in June that became
the impetus for the new plan.

First and Second Streets between Santa
Clara Street and San Fernando Street was
selected as the focus area. Known as the
Transit Mall or Downtown Center Plaza,
this historic area is widely accepted as San
Jose’s traditional center.

“This is our city’s core,” said Chuck
Hammers, chairman of the R etail Task
Force. “This is where a lot of San Jose’s
heritage is located; where the trolleys pass;
and where our most interesting buildings
are concentrated.”

The retail strategy calls for building
upon downtown’s strengths: beautiful old
buildings; diverse commercial, office and
residential uses; interesting alleys, courtyards
and “surprise” public spaces; vintage open
air trolleys; lots of good restaurants; a clean
and safe atinosphere; and proximity to
strong urban anchors such as the arena,
university, convention center, hotels,
museuins and arts venues.

“A shopper is just as interested in a
shopping experience as in shopping itself,”
Hammers said. “We are planning a visually
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exciting environment so that for a shopper,
it feels like an adventure of “What am [
going to find next?"”

The task force report recommends ways
for downtown to create such an experience:

B Require contiguous storefronts on both
sides of the street — no “gaps” of unrein-
torced buildings, blank walls or empty lots.

B A clearly defined district, with corner
elements outlining its boundaries and a
unifying theme, such as motion detector
fountains and other water features that play
off the area’s historic artesian wells. A
descriptive and memorable name, such as
the *Fountain Alley District,” is recom-
mended to give the area a distinct identity.

@ Attractive tree-lined streets framing a
central promenade with meandering arteries
(Post Street), paseos (Fountain Alley) and
“surprise” spaces, like El Paseo Court,
which connects First Street with the rear
courtyards of Bella Mia and Gordon
Biersch.

W Imaginative design guidelines for both
new and rehab construction that will result
in no two storefronts looking alike.

B Encouraging remarkable public spaces
that are active with cafe seating, kiosk uses,
street performances and the city’s best
people watching.

W Blending new development into the
area, especially in Fountain Alley and the
San Fernando Street corners, that
provides ground floor retail frontage and
complements the existing buildings in
scale and architectural quality.

W Letting private market forces fill the
district by targeting public financial invest-
ment on preparing spaces for occupancy.

B Building additional parking structures
adjacent to retail areas to free up surface lots
for development, and provide customers
with free parking options (see related story).

The retail plan concept was approved by
the Redevelopment Agency Board, on
September 29.

The plan is an updated version of SJDA’s
“Prescription for Reetail Revival,” which
recommended a strategy for “closing the
gaps” downtown and was presented to the
City Council in October 1995.
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El Paseo Court Is a favorfts shortout for customars In the
Fountaln Allay district

Free parking, three
new garages planned

A dramafic new public parking strategy that will build mere than 3,300 new spaces
and provide Iree parking elements was unveiled September 18 ai SJDA's speclal
Board of Directors meeling. RDA Parking Program Coordinater Ab) Maghamfar
reporled lhe parking plan will ge hand in hand wilh the new retail propesal.
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In the plan’s first phase to begln Lhis f2/l, free evening and weekend parking would
be ofiered in the City's three exIsling parking garages — Market/San Pedro, Third
Street (at St. James) and Secend and San Carlos Streets — and two RDA-owned
lots ai San Carlos/Market and San Fernando/Third Sireels.

A tolal of three additienal garages are planned in phase iwo. The Redevelopment
Agency will build a garage just nerth ef the new San Jose Repertory Theater at
Second and San Fernando Stresls. A fotal of 2,000 spaces will be added, 1,000 of
which will be public parking. At Fewrth and San Fernando Slreels, an 825-space
structure will ge up, seme of which will serve Lhe new Civic Plaza Complex and
City/Universily library. These two facililies are planned to be open by mid-2001.

Once hese twe new slructures are in place, the propesal recommends twe hours
free daylime parking In ail public parking facilities with elimination of the current
validation program.

The City's Parking Fund will pick up the tab for the third garage, a 1,500 space
(acility in the SeFA District, an area long identified as short on parking spaces.

“This Is a hisloric plan for downtown,” said Downtown Parking Board Chalrperson
Mike Elizey.

The parking plan was appreved along with the retail proposal at the Seplember 29
meeting of the Redevelopment Agency Beard. For more information on the parking
plan, contact Seott Knles.



President’s Column

Building a place for kids, too

There is an old Cai Slevens song that ! heard recenily ("Where do the Chiidren Play™) that reminded me about
The importance of parks and recreational activilies in a child’s life. As we move iorward in fhe development of
pur downtown wilh big buildings, holels, refail, parking and housing, lef's remain committed fo enhancing the
livabifity of our city by making sure there are safe places for the children io play, to learn and to grow

Maicolm Bordelon

| began thinking about the role parks and similar “piay” places played in my own
upbringing. | have almost aiways lived near a pask, at least one | could walk or ride a
bike to. They were places to meet friends 2nd aeighbors, to build relationstups and a
sense of community. | recal ball games ard frisbeg in Houston and Dallas. playing on
swings, monkey bars and round-a-bouls with cousins and friends dewn the street
[rom my Grandmether's house. When | lived in Europe, | sailed miniature hoals on a
nond in Paris, rowed boals on a lake in a Versallles park and even played softball
against a "visiting American” team.

Parks have zlways been important {o me from childhood, througti teen years and on

into adulthood. They are an impartant part of my life with my chfidren now. Days al
the park pravide a great opportunily for families te spend time together. And children alse earn how Lo get
along with elfer peaple and haw to develap their own relationships. Psychalogists have lang professed Lhe
impostance of “play” in child development. We need te make sure that we create the community space for this

cructal developmental stage.

Parks and open spaces enrich the city's quality of life for aft ef us, but most imperlantly far aur kids. The effort
to increase the resident poputation dewnlown by buitding more hausing units will further enhance the reed [or
park fand. Mast agree that getting mere families to iive in downtown is crucial (o its long-lerm success

I'm pleased te see that San Jose is commilted to crealing open space and parks, like the Arena Green with the
carousel and planned fot-lois as well as oéher deveiopments fike iennis courds aleng the Guadalupe River. It
appears there is alsc a consensus ta wark loward re-establishing St. James Park as a community gathering
place. Plaza de Cesar Chavez, while a great venue for concerts, is also & nies place {e spend a lungh hour in
tive sun, catching up with a friend and walching the children enjoy (ke coal water of the lountains.

A{lourishing downtewn that we can ail be proud of is mare than buildings and commercial success,
Dewntewn must also provide an improved quaiity of Tife for everyane, especially our children.

SJDA News

Councll approves BID amnesty prograni: The
Cily Coungil has agreed to forgive penallies and inter-
esi penerated {rom unpaid Business Improvemenl
District (BID} fees by approving a one-lime amnesty
pragiam. Assessees whose [ees first beeame due
beiween October 1, 1995 and September 3@, 1998
must take advantage of the pragram by Dacember 16,
1998. Businesses may pay past fees in full ar request
an inslallmeni plan ie salisly (e fees wilhout penally.

Al lhree BID's in San Jose — Willow Glen, Japaniawn
and dewnlown — are included in lhe amnasty
program, which wiil run simultaneously with the Cily's
business license t2x amnesty pregram. BIDs arg
bengfit assessment dislriels allowed under stale law
and approved annually by the City Council. The
downtows BID, established in 1988, is administered by
SJDA. For moss information, contact Patii Bentley
or visit lhe web sile at www.csjlinance.org.

Annual members meeting October 9: Members
will cast their ballots for the 1999 Board of Divectors af
Lhe Annual Membership meeting. Up lor re-eleclion
ase: Erik Ghee of Copyman, Dan Doherty, owner of
Das Loces Cantina and Mission Ale House, atlorney
Milchael Hurley with Silver, Kalz and Hurley, Bill
Moore of the San Jose Waier Company, Janls
Schnelder, ewner of R & J Jewelers, cuzrent Beard
Vice President and Piza 2 Go-Go awner Chuck
Hammers and curent President Malcolm Bordeion
wilh the San Jose Sharks.

Olher nominees include dewnlewn resident Dennls
Hickey, Garden City Consiruclion owner Jim Salata,
Farest Cily Marketing Direclor Janlge Zajae, Bella
Mia restauraleur BIN Garlson, and Lhe owner of
Hammer and Lewis, Mary Velez.

Elections will take place on October 9 al Bella Mia
Reslaurant at 8 am. A financial report will be given by
Treasurer Todd Edljott, and President Bordelon will

present the state of the Asscciation. Commitige chair-

parsons will alsc provide updates en commitlee activilies

for the past year. The meeting will concluge by 8:36 a.m.
and is open e the public.

Duwwtowm Today; Jusi opening a business, wondering

abaut [he Downtewn Associalian, or have some ques-
lions abeut your susroundings? Join SIDA Execulive
Director Scott Knies an October 27 lor an intreduction
to all things dewnlown. Continenlal breakfast is provid-
ed and guests are welcome. The bi-moenthly Dawntoewn
Today meelings are held at the Downlown Associalion
offices, 28 N First Streef, Suile 1000 frem 8:15 to 8:30
a.m. RSVP fo Patt! Bentley.

Java for WCNA: Conventionzers at ihe Worid

Conveniion ef Narzofies Anonymous (WCNA) conference

last month kept the downtawn cefies houses lowing in
September, inanks in part lo the Java Connectien coffee
promelion, [ed by the Convention and Visiters Bureau
and SJDA slaffer Kien Smith. The 25,000 attendees
received maps and frequent shapper cards io direct them
to 19 coffes spots during lheir four days downlewn.
Parlicipating businesses raporied incieased sales, as
much as three times their normal figures.

Promotions & Evants

SoFA district feted: The special biend of culture and

commerce hal comprises SoFA (Seulh of First Area) was

celebrated September 28. Highlights ef the seventh
annual music and art [estival ingluded opening perfor-
mances by local band conlest winners Hoge Child,
Horchata and Chicken Coupe de Ville. Special thanks to
evenl sponsois Miller Genuine Draft, Melro Newspapers.
KIGU-TV 36, Live 105 and Mix 186.5. The SoFAC
Community Fund and ARIS, Aids Resources, Information
& Services, served as (he evenl’s beneficiaries.

Brew and Yaoghs reprised: The San Pedro Square
Brew Ha Ha came Lo downtown's most hisferic neighbor-
hood on September 26 and 27, courtesy of Metro
Newspapers, KICU-TV 36, KFOX, Mix 1686.5, KFOG,

KSJ0, KARA/KRTY radio and Black Mounlain Spring
Water. A perlien of the proceeds went (o the Hislory
Museums of San Jose and the San Jese Dowatawn
Foundation. 15,000 festival-goers enjoyed beer last-
ing and stand-up comedy by top lecal and natianal
comadians. inciuding Garlos Alazragul, the veice of
the Taco Bell chihuahua, returning to the Brew Ha Ha
for his thir year.

Farmers' Market feast: The [ourth annual Zucchini
Festival on Seplember 3 was lhe place to sample
innovative recipes from some of downtown’s finest
restaurants. Top honors want (¢ Doug Venrdittl irom
the Fairmont’s Fountain resiaurant for his pickled zuc-
chint with curried fruit chutney. Spisde’s enlry, stuffed
zucehin with zucchiny dip tied with Chacha's zucchini
and walnut stuffed taquitos for second place KCBS
radip fecd crilic Narsai David. San Jose Mercury
News food edifor Garolyn Jung. aulhor and restaura-
teur Jesse Cood, SJDA Presiden! Malcoim
Bordelon and Counciimember John DlQulsto were
on hand {o choosg the winners.

The Downtown Farmers’ Market at The Pavilion lakes
place every Thursday from 10 am. unii 2 p.m
through Novernber 18 in The Pavilion parking lot, at
the comer of First and San Fernando Stregis.

Hard Hat alert

W Construction scheduled for the Wes! Sanla Clara
Streat streatscape project between Market and First
Streats, has been delayed until next spring.
Basemes will ba backtilled, irees planted, utility
boxes shifted 1o i curh ling and sidewaiks replaced.
The work wil! take place on both e south and nofh
sides of Santa Clara Streel.

W Improvements o the median at Park Avenue and
Market Siraet are now under way, with complation
expected in time for the Halloween opening of the new
Tech Museum. The Almaden Boutevard median
improvements Row under construction will be finished
in lale November.

Committee Roundup

Downtown Operations: Officer Doug Grant
reported on prograss with the new STOP Program,
intended {0 curb irespassing on public and private
premises in he downtown. The new pragram allows
property owners te file a leller with the police depart-
ment autherizing enforcement of trespassing laws on

lefi urn phasing is scheduled for (he signal al Market and San

Fernando Streets in summer 1999.

The inslailalion of the first two Automatic Public Toilels, in Plaza
de Cesar Chavez and St James Park should fake place in late
QOtiober, 85 soon as the final permits are secured, according 1o
RDA's Bob Ruff. The unii planned for Founiain Alley has been
temporarily suspended so hat ils installation can coincide with

future consiruction projects i ne area.

Downiown Facts

When the nightlime hot spols are ai (heir peak, an additional

8,065 people are downiown,

Capacity in downlpwn’s Eniertainment Zone businesses:

Agenda 720 Gordon Biersch
B Hive 284 Lido Club
Cacius Glub 225 Mirage
Cinebar 46 Seout Secut
Cluh Feco 408 Sludio 47
Club Ibex 195 Toons
Club Miami 608  Tne Usual
Club Vertigo 685  Waves
Fuel 44 180  Planei X

Totat.

Source: San Jose Police Depariment

At The Convention Center

396
447
421
422
1.022
299
475
211
1,020

8,065

Ottober 6-8
The Vision Show
Estimated ailendance: 3.500

Ocinber 14-16
Trimble Users Canference
Eslimated atiendance: 600

Oclober 14-17
HAIC Natlonal Gongress & Expo
Eslimaled attendance: 2,000

(Oclober 19-21
RF Deslgn Conference & Bxpo
Estimaled attendance: 3,000

(Oclober 25-28
‘98 Internatienal Tandem User Summit
Estimaled atiendance: 3,800

Downtgwn Dimension is
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private pragerty in the owner’s absence. Call Noelle published monlhly by the
Kne! for more information, or 1o oblain a capy of (he — SanJose Downlown
leter. mgll  Associalion, a nonprofil
e membership arganizalion
Ron Northouse repcrted on charges being consid- established in 1986 to z
ezed [n signal lights at Market and Santa Clara Slreels. serve [he downtewn 2
Due lo 2 number of pedeslrian accidents, the 3 busicesscommuniy S
Department of Streefs and Traflic will add profected =g w8 2N1rslor &
Teft m phasing on Market at Santa Clar in the nerth inlormalian. E
and south directions early nexi year. Proteeled lefl Edilor-in-Ghigl: Scott Knles Exec Edilor Noelle Knell &
furns in the east/west direction will alse be considered  SJDA Criline: www.sj-ttowntown.com -
if the number ¢f accidents is not reduced. Prolected san j0se.0rgT WwWw.Sanjose.org
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