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s all of San ?M?tm:w?. n_:., month to

celebrate its oustanding museun

ofterings, the downtown community
celebrates the diverse museum exhibitions
within its borders. Whether it's history, are,
technology or textiles you're looking to study,
downtown has something tor the whaole family.

The Peralta Adobe and Fallon House sites,
sitting at the north end of San Pedro Square,
provide a direct link to San Jose's past, offering
a look into the daily lives of the Gonzales,
Peralta and Fallon families. The oldest struc-
ture still standing in downtown, the Peralta
Adobe was constructed in 1797, This is the
only building left originating from El Pueblo
de San Jose de Guadalupe.

Thomas Fallon, one of the first mayors of
San Jose, built his Victorian-style mansion in
typical pre-civil war style. The Fallon House
offers lessons about this historic San Josean,
and the time in which he lived.

The American Museum of Quilts and
Textiles is currently showcasing Ir Scems
Funny To Me, an international exhibition of
contemporary textile art. Fitty-three peces
were selected, including traditional quilts and
other three-dimensional pieces. Entrants were
asked to weave their sense of humor into their
pieces, which are as diverse as their technique
and expression. A special artises’
will take place on April Fools Day.

The Tech Museum of lnnovation’s popular
Robot Zoo exhibit has been extended
through April 19, featuring bigger than life
roborts imitating the characteristics of their
real life counterparts. The In the Know Zone
discussion series features Bridget Landry on
April 15, offering the most recent updates on
the Jet Propulsion Lab’s Mars Project.

reception

A whole new Agenda

Technology enthusiasts are eagerly awaiting
the opening of the Tech’s new home chis fall,
and the bright mango paint job 1s already
turning heads downtown. The new 132,040
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square foot facility will house four exhibit gal-
leries focusing on Silicon Valley innovations,
Earth, sea and space explorations, the emerg-
ing technology of the information age, and
Life Tech, focusing on human performance
and medical treatment. The new Tech will
also feature a 300 seat IMAX Dome Theater,
dubbed the “Capital Dome,” solidifying down-
town’s central place in Silicon Valley.

The technology theme continues at the San
Jose Museum of Art, as their Afternating
Currents: Awmerican Art in the Age of Technology
will also be on display this month, featuring
selections from the permanent collection

necessary for compliance wilh seismic
relrolitting requirements, the awners also
puif in new elevators, and complelely

| Attractions

Museum Month highlights downtown's culture

Jacek Roslcki has been in the
reslavranifbar businesses for almost 20
years. Known lo many for his venture
in Palo Alio, The Edge, Rosicki looked to
open a nighiclub in Ihe SoFA Distric.
Rosicki and his wife, Ann Chin, saw
downlewn’s patential for growth in
real estate values when Lhey originally
purchased their building in 1993

Originally constructed in 1908, the
two-stary brick building at 399 South
First Street was well-knewn as the home
of the punk club Marsugi’s in the 1980's.
The renevalions they ervisioned were
lar-reaching, and Agenda ewners found
lhemselves knee-deep in conslruction for
[wo years.

While some of the changes were

redid he rao!, plumbing, eleclrical and
HVAC syslems. “The building has brand
new guis with [he old heart and skin,”
explains Rosicki.

The linished product consists ef a
lii-level enleriainment experience:
diverse musical performances on the
second floor, a Y00-seal upstale
restaurant featuring regiona! California
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of the Whitney Museum of American Art,
A series of photographs documenting the
American Civil Rights era will also be fea-
tured in the Heé Shall Overcome exhibition,

From April 14 to 17, kids will be the artists,
as they participate in hands-on wire sculpture,
printmaking, oil pastel drawing, and weaving
with yarn and fabric, taught by Museum
of Art instructors.

The Children’s Discovery Museum hosts a
3,000 square foot interactive exhibit, Balancing
Act: Playing with Alexander Calder, through
April 15, The 3,000} square foot interactive
exhibit stimulares the senses with an explo-
ration of color, shape, movement and balance
through the eyes of the artist recognized as the
inventor of the mobile. [l

April is also the monch of the young child,
which is of special significance to the
Children’s Discovery Museum, as they join
the City of San Jose in celebrating the tenth
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River Park. Several other classes aimed at early
childhood develo t take pl egularly at AR OSE
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the museum, including action
stories, conflict resolution for
toddlers and messy play.

The San Jose
Historical Museum
and nr.a Rosicrucian m -
Egyptian Museum and
Planetarium complete i‘a
the seven museumns i., A
of San Jose. Call each 5

museum for more -
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information on its
acqivities and special
discounts in conjunction
with Museum Month.

The Tech Mussum's
new facllity Is slated
for a fall 1998 apening.

cuisine af sireet level, and the basement
space doubles as a host lo large dining
parties and a dance venue with live music
on weekends.

Agenda Restauran| and Lounge today
lits comiortably inlo the mix of the SoFA
Dislriel, catering to a diverse ciienigle
of downtown regulars and people from all
over ihe Bay Area. Owner Jacek Rosicki
received SJDA's Golden Nail award in
December lor Aganda’s conlributions to
downtown's archileclural character.

Jacek Roslckl



President's Column

M Members bid a fond farewell at the March Board meeting fo
Promotions and Community Relations Director Nga Trinh-Halperin,
Trinh-Halperin originally joined the sfaff in January 1994, as a San Jose
State intern. Now a Masters of Public Adminisiration candidae ai
SJ5U, she is going the way of former Communications Manager
Miguel Salinas and former Promations Coordinator Kevina Finley

just a few blocks away to e Tech Museum. Trink-Halperin is new Lhe Tech’s Advertising and
Promotions Manager, just in time for the grand cpening of the new facility this fall. “I just don't know
what Il do without Nga.” said Board Member and DGP Chairperson Jan Schreider. compliment-
ing Trini-Halperin's thoroughness and unfailing poise. “She always mace me look good.”

Cne of the Bay Area’s singular experiences, the Napa Wine Train, will feafure a guest chef appear-
ance by Emile Mooser on April 12 as part of his SoFA Reslaurani’s year-long 25th aniversary

celebration.

M The required environmental process for the Valley Fair expansion and Town and Gountry
development has sfuned a light en the immensa cumulative impacis of both Slevens Cresk projects.
Even with planried road widenings, new lanes and signals, several of the area’s major intersections
will experience “loss of service”— iraffic engineer linga for “longer and more frequent delays.”

The EIR documants find that the freeway jams around the notorious 12807880 weave are “i:nmitigat-
able"— translated to “lhe trafiic’s already bad and il's going to get worse.”

“The quality of life issues don't balance out in the Town and Counlry EIR,” said Advacacy
Commitlas Chairman Larry Wallerstein. “The project could be of great use o the entire valley if
it increased its housing component and decreased its refail component. There is a dramatic short-
age of housing to serve business in this region, bul no lack of relail of the type envisicned by this

project. This projeci could be iumead into a ‘'win-win' for the developer, and for San Jose.”

| SIDANews
St. James Park Initlative: The next community
meeting has been scheduled for April 14 at 3 p.m

in 5i. James Paek, at the McKinley monument
Pariicipants will discuss the vpcoming canced sched-
uled tor 81 James Park in June, Music in the Other
Park. Members will also discuss polential capital
mmprovemenls [ the park and ihe surreunding neigh-
borhoed, aulemalic public toilets ang future oplions
for social service cancems. In case of rain, galher at
the St. James Semior Center at the park’s rortheast cor-
nes, in Rpom 5. Noelte Kneli has further informalion.

In other S1. James Pazk neighberhond news, the
Schoolhouse Rock Live! praduction apans Lhis month
ak the former Oasis builging. The finishing touches are
now being applied to the 250-seat thealer, in time {or
the pradulion’s downtown debut on April 25 at 8 p.m.
Call 294-ROCK far ticket informalion.

New face at SJDA: Astrid
Thompson will assume lhe
Promalions & Community
Helatipns Direclor position on
April 6, vacaled by Nga Trlnh-

e Halperin (See Downlowner
Astrid Thompsen  column}. Thompson is a gradvale
of the Universiy of Georgia, with a degres in Spesch
Communications, and is cureently enrolled in lhe
Execulive MBA progeam ai St Mary's Callege. She
maest recently served as Lhe Executive Director of the
Central Business Assacialion in Meuntain View.

At 8JDA, Thompson will manage SJDA events along
with Premelions Coprdinator Michetle Ignacio.
Thempson will alsa staff the DCP, SoFAC, Enlerain-
ment Zone, RADD ard BHAD Comitiees, and assist
Execufive Director Seott Knies in addressing
membess” eoncerns relative fo parking, transportation,
publie safefy and housing.

Home sweel home: The doors apen in celebration
at the new SJDA-owned office eondomirium on the
101h flgor of the Commercial Building at 28 N.

First Street. An open house will take place Friday,

Aprit 24 from 4 (o 6 p.m. Enjoy refreshmenis provided

by Parsley, Sage, Rosemary and Thyme, and a new
perspective on (he downlown landscape. Look for
your invitation in the mail

Dawntown Today: Join several SJ0A Beard
members and Executive Director Seott Knies for he
Dawniowa Today meeting April 24 ai §:15a.m. ai
Casa Caslillo. The gathering is inlended (o help new
BID members get their questions answered abaut
SJDA and dewniown. Gall Patti Bentley for details.

Parking shutile being considered: Given (ha
tremendows demand for parking within (ha core, plans
are moving ferward iar lhe implemeniation of a free
downlown parking shulile. Drawing on the success of
ihe DASH and Arera shuliles, (he shutile would iake
peaple fram peripheral parking lais io varieus dewn-
town lacations. SJDA is working wilh RDA, the City
and VTA on lagislies and praject lunding. Cordact
Noselle Knell lor more infomatian.

General News

$JSU Jolns Safe Place program: San Jose

Slate recently recame tha newest dewntewn sile o
participale in the Sale Place pragram, which provides
immediale help or saléty for young people in crisis
24 hours g day, 5even days 2 week. Only the second
university in ihe natien te participate, SJSU wifl be
working with the Bill Wilsen Center in Sania Clara,
tke area headquarters for Safe Place. For more
information, call 243-0222.

Light Rall status: The VA Palicy Advisory Beard,
chaired by Council Member David Pandort, will get
an upédale [his menth on the additional engineering
work o the Vasona Light Rail line downtown align-
menls. A desision ta choose a downtown route —
San Fernanda or Delmas — was delayed untif the
complexity of ihe utility relogation on San Famando
Sieat could be further sludied. The meeting is set far
April 6 2t 4:30 p.on. 2F San Jase Gity Hall, Raom 204

Loan funds targeted at downtown businesses:
The Ravolving Loan Fund (RLF) program of the
iy Offies of Econertic Development has (unds
avzilable to help small businesses with tenant

improvements, working capital, equipment and other
needs. A perceniage of the funds available is set aside
for merchants in downtown. Loans range from
$10.0C0 to $100.000. and are leveraged with privaie
capital. Far mora iniormalion on the RLF and other
loans available, call Susan Arpan ai 277-3618.

Downtown restaurants highlighted ai IHC
event: The Hospilality Management Depariment al
SJ8Y hosis their sevanth annual !nternationai
Hospilality Celebration on April 30 Enjoy an evening
of progressive food ané wins asting, and live musical
performances starting at ihe new wing of the San Jose
Museum of Art, and continuing n the ballsoom of

{ha Fairmont Hotel Teske's Germania, Il Fomaio and
Mira's Medilerranean Calg arg among ihe igstauranls
participating. Procesds benefit ihe Hospitatity
Industry Advisory Board For tickel information. call
201-8551

Recovering bad checks: The Santa Clara County
Disliict Atterney's Bad Check Reslitvtion program
heips merchants seek reeovery of lnst funds and
retaied charges resulting fram bounced checks. Since
ihe program's inception in 1952, over 1.3 million
dollars have hesn recovered (of merchanis in Santa
Ciara County. Representatives of Disdrict Atiorney
George Kennedy's cllice ar2 gvailable to present
program intormation te interested business peopie.
For mare informalion. ¢all Vicki Yozza at 297-9711

Public art on the Transit Mall: Three public
woikshops have baen scheduled ta gaiher cornmunity
input on the public ar plan for the Transif Mall area.
Led by a team of vrban and gublic art consulianis, the
meslings will be hosted 2y the City of San Jose
Public Art Program, in conjunclion with SJDA. The
resulling recommendzations witl be submiled lo ihe
City's Public At Cemmittes for consideration by the
Aris Commission The dates have been set for April 6.
Aprit 21 and May 4, all at 6 p.m. af the Office of
Cullurat Affairs, 4 N. Secaad Stiest, Suite 450. For
mere infosmalion, call Noelie Knell.

Committee Roundup

SoFAC: Members were updated on fhe progress of
the upcaming neighberhood brochure. Abi
Maghamiar reporded on the construction of new
downtown parking facilities The first o be considerad
wili be the public lot under the annex to the Fairmont
Hotel. followed by tha garage on Fourth and San
Fernando Streets, which will accompany the Givic
Plaza complex. Study data should be available in
April pinpointing parking needs in the SoFA District.
Plans for (he downlown parking shuill: were also
reviewed. Contact Michelle Ignacio for details

San Pedro Square: Steve Borkenhagen of
Blake's Steakftouse reported on the downtown parking
shutile propesal. The group discussed plans to pro-
duce an updated neighborhood brachure which will
he distributed at holels in Santa Clara County,
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the Convention Center, and downiown business and
evenis. Peter Monaghan of ASVP discussed
aplions for developing a website for the neighbor-
hood. Businesses can link individual home pages
direcily to the sile, or participate in the directory
Julie Carlson has more information.

April 15-16

HSMAI's Aftordable Meetings West
Eslimaled attendance’ 1,000

April 20-24

Fire Rescue West '98

Estimated attendance: 8,000

April 26-29

AM/FM Internaiional Annual Conference '98
Estimaied attendance. 3,000

Mark Your Calendar

Marketing Committee, Apsii 1,9 a.m.

Board of Direclors Retreat, April 10, San Jose
Arena, 525 W. Santa Clara Street. 8:30 am [0 3 p.m.
(Board members only)

Downiown Arts & Dining, April 14, Camera Cale.
288 S. Second Slreet, 2:45 p.m (Comimitice
membars only)

Saint James Patk Initiative, April 14, McKinley
monument ai Saini James Park (In case of rain:
Saint James Senior Cenier, 199 M. Third Street
Room 5, 3 p.m.

Downtown Gaenter Plaza, Apri! 15 Sam.

San Pedro Sguare, Bleke's Sieakhouse & Bar,
17 N San Pedro Sireei. 2 p m.

SoFAC, April 16,4 pm.

Downtown Today, April 24, Gasa Castillo, 200 S.
Firsl Street. 8:15am.

CBD Committee, April 28, San Jose Silicon Valley
Chamber of Commerce, 180 S. Market Street, 4 p.m.

All meetings held af San Jose Downtown Associalion
offices, 28 N. First Street #1000 unless ofherwise
indicaled. Gall 279-1775 to conlism meeling dales

Downtewn Dimensien is
published manthly by the
San Jose Downlown
Assagiaton, a nonprofit
membership organization
eslablished in 1986 lo
sefve he downlown
business communily.
Gall (408} 279-1775 for
infermation.
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